
 
 

 
 

“Peace” 
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Introductions:  A Really Bad Year 
 
 
The Central Question: 
The Central Answer: 
 
Context of the Gospel of John: 
 
 
I.  Remember 

1. John 1:1/Genesis 1: 
 

2. Do not Forget: 
A. Best Plan 
B. Plan of Love 

 
II. Understand 

1. “It is finished”: 
 
 
2. What it All Means: 

A. Only Christ 

B. Fully Accomplished 
C. Permanent 

i. J______________, S______________, G______________, 
ii. Daily Choices =  

 
III. Share 

1. Root Cause of Non-Peaceable Behaviors 
2. Perspective 

Bad Years with Really Good Endings: 1914, B.C. 1, A.D. 33, 1968 
 
3. The remedy: 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 



 
GracePoint Church Constitution.  Article 8: Salvation 
 
Salvation only through Christ 
We believe that, owing to universal death through sin, no one can enter the kingdom of God unless born again; and that no 
degree of reformation however great, no attainments in morality however high, no culture however attractive, no baptism or 
other ordinance however administered, can help the sinner to take even one step toward heaven; but a new nature imparted 
from above, a new life implanted by the Holy Spirit through the Word, is absolutely essential to salvation, and only those 
thus saved are sons of God. We believe, also, that our redemption has been accomplished solely by the blood of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, who was made to be sin and was made a curse for us, dying in our room and stead; and that no repentance, no 
feeling, no faith, no good resolutions, no sincere efforts, no submission to the rules and regulations of any church, nor all the 
churches that have existed since the days of the Apostles can add in the very least degree to the value of the blood, or to the 
merit of the finished work wrought for us by Him who united in His person true and proper deity with perfect and sinless 
humanity.  
(Lev. 17:11; Isa. 64:6; Matt. 26:28; John 3:7–18; Rom. 5:6–9; 2 Cor. 5:21; Gal. 3:13; 6:15; Eph. 1:7; Phil. 3:4–9; Titus 3:5; James 1:18; 
1 Pet. 1:18–19, 23) 
 
We believe that the new birth of the believer comes only through faith in Christ and that repentance is a vital part of 
believing, and is in no way, in itself, a separate and independent condition of salvation; nor are any other acts, such as 
confession, baptism, prayer, or faithful service, to be added to believing as a condition of salvation. 
(John 1:12; 3:16, 18, 36; 5:24; 6:29; Acts 13:39; 16:31; Rom. 1:16–17; 3:22, 26; 4:5; 10:4; Gal. 3:22) 
 
The Extent of Salvation 
We believe that when an unregenerate person exercises that faith in Christ which is illustrated and described as such in the 
New Testament, he passes immediately out of spiritual death into spiritual life, and from the old creation into the new; being 
justified from all things, accepted before the Father according as Christ His Son is accepted, loved as Christ is loved, having 
his place and portion as linked to Him and one with Him forever. Though the saved one may have occasion to grow in the 
realization of his blessings and to know a fuller measure of divine power through the yielding of his life more fully to God, 
he is, as soon as he is saved, in possession of every spiritual blessing and absolutely complete in Christ, and is therefore in 
no way required by God to seek a so-called “second blessing,” or a “second work of grace”.  
(John 5:24; 17:23; Acts 13:39; Rom. 5:1; 1 Cor. 3:21–23; Eph. 1:3; Col. 2:10; 1 John 4:17; 5:11–12) 
 
Sanctification 
We believe that sanctification, which is a setting-apart unto God, is threefold: It is already complete for every saved person 
because his position toward God is the same as Christ’s position. Since the believer is in Christ, he is set apart unto God in 
the measure in which Christ is set apart unto God. We believe, however, that he retains his sin nature, which cannot be 
eradicated in this life. Therefore, while the standing of the Christian in Christ is perfect, his present state is no more perfect 
than his experience in daily life. There is, therefore, a progressive sanctification wherein the Christian is to “grow in grace,” 
and to “be changed” by the unhindered power of the Spirit. We believe also that the child of God will yet be fully sanctified 
in his state as he is now sanctified in his standing in Christ when he shall see his Lord and shall be “like Him”.  
(John 17:17; 2 Cor. 3:18; 7:1; Eph. 4:24; 5:25–27; 1 Thess. 5:23; Heb. 10:10, 14; 12:10) 
 
Eternal Security 
We believe that, because of the eternal purpose of God toward the objects of His love, because of His freedom to exercise 
grace toward the meritless on the ground of the propitiatory blood of Christ, because of the very nature of the divine gift of 
eternal life, because of the present and unending intercession and advocacy of Christ in heaven, because of the immutability 
of the unchangeable covenants of God, because of the regenerating, abiding presence of the Holy Spirit in the hearts of all 
who are saved, we and all true believers everywhere, once saved are kept saved forever. We believe, however, that God is a 
holy and righteous Father and that, since He cannot overlook the sin of His children, He will, when they persistently sin, 
chasten them and correct them in infinite love; but having undertaken to save them and keep them forever, apart from all 
human merit, He, who cannot fail, will in the end present every one of them faultless before the presence of His glory and 
conformed to the image of His Son.  
(John 5:24; 10:28; 13:1; 14:16–17; 17:11; Rom. 8:29; 1 Cor. 6:19; Heb. 7:25; 1 John 2:1–2; 5:13; Jude 24) 
 
Assurance 
We believe it is the privilege, not only of some, but of all who are born again by the Spirit through faith in Christ as revealed 
in the Scriptures, to be assured of their salvation from the very day they take Him to be their Savior and that this assurance 
is not founded upon any fancied discovery of their own worthiness or fitness, but wholly upon the testimony of God in His 
written Word, exciting within His children filial love, gratitude, and obedience.  
(Luke 10:20; 22:32; 2 Cor. 5:1, 6–8; 2 Tim. 1:12; Heb. 10:22; 1 John 5:13) 


