GracePoint Church, Gary D. Nock, December 13, 2015

Festival of Advent-Peace LW

% %4@ % @;04%656 Fear not...

In the Christmas narratives, there are several “fear not’s.’

)

Genesis 227

Today we continue to trace God’s plan of redemption throughout history. In
this scan of scripture, we are provided with a brief glimpse of God’s grace fulfilled
in the Messiah. Genesis 3 set the stage for the first Christmas pageant and now we
move to chapter 22 where we see four signs pointing to the coming Christ. for, behold, I bring you good tidings...which shall be to all people. For
Christmas is a continuation of God’s redemptive plan—a plan that was in process
at the very beginning of time and can be traced throughout the entire Bible.
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*

The “fear not” of salvation: “And the angel said unto them, Fear not:

unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, which is Christ
] o the Lord” (Luke 2:10, 11).

If ever two suffering people revealed Jesus Christ, it was Abraham and Isaac

on Mount Moriah. Their experience is a picture of the Father and the Son and the
cross and is one of the most beautiful types of Christ found anywhere in the Old
Testament. Jesus said to the Jews, “Your father, Abraham, rejoiced to see My day;
and he saw it, and was glad” (John 8:56). In Isaac’s miraculous birth, Abraham
saw the day of Christ’s birth; and in Isaac’s marriage (Gen. 24), he saw the day of Ghost shall come upon thee, and the power of the Highest shall
Christ’s coming for His bride. But on Mount Moriah, when Isaac willingly put
himself on the altar, Abraham saw the day of Christ’s death and resurrection.
Several truths about the atonement are seen in this event. 1:30, 35, 37).

O The Father and the Son acted together

>

o,
*

The “fear not” of the humanly impossible: “Fear not, Mary, ... the Holy

overshadow thee: ...For with God nothing shall be impossible” (Luke

<> The “fear not” of unanswered prayer: “Fear not, Zacharias: for thy
prayer is heard; and thy wife Elisabeth shall bear thee a son, and thou
O The Son had to die shalt call his name John” (Luke 1:13).

>

The “fear not” of immediate obedience: “Joseph, thou son of David, fear
O The Son bore the burden of sin not to take unto thee Mary thy wife. ... Then Joseph ... did as the angel
of the Lord had bidden him” (Matthew 1:20, 24 NPS)

)
*

O The Son was raised from the dead

*These notes are prayerfully prepared to aid, not replace, your personal study of God’s word.
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